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Introduction Figure 1. Attribution Dimensions FIndings
There has been a substantial amount of research aimed at | o | | |
understanding the contribution of the negative behaviors of children - * Mothers with a child with a higher severity of ASD symptoms = more internal and
with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) to parent outcomes. In contrast, stable attributions | | | | | |
little is known about the link between the positive behaviors of children - - - * Mothers with children with a hlgher level of functional skills = more internal child,
with ASD and parent outcomes. Parental attributions about child stable, and controllable attributions | |
behavior have been shown to shape reactions to behaviors and —  For fa_thers, the child W|t_h ASD’s level qf global negative b_ehawor problems was
subsequently impact parental psychological well-being and the parent- g%@é'&?ﬁﬁ& change over one can negatively related to beliefs that the child’s positive behavior was caused by factors
child relationship. The goal of the present study was to provide insight — that were stable. | | | | |
into parental attributions for the positive behaviors of children with ASD “External: || [Causes dont || [ o comer * Mothers and fathers with a higher level of education were more likely to believe that
and their association with parental psychological well-being and situationayenvif — change over control the child Wlth ASD’s positive behav_lor was due to factors controllable by the child than
closeness in the parent-child relationship. - parents with lower levels ot education. § | | |
| | Results « Parental attributions about the child with ASD’s positive behavior were associated with
Study Object|ves parental positive affect and closeness in the parent-child relationship in meaningful but
1.Id_e_ntify child_and pare_nt facto_rs related to parental attributions for the ths:gli\cl)?]ldrgcc;)tcelzli Ouzlch%S:]etr%rrc ?ﬁgaégggﬁgrenn%dﬁlﬁngoﬂ:ﬁy 3 astgf.tware imited ways.
positive behaviors of children with ASD.
. oL Objective 1 Objective 2 . .
2. To evaluate the association between parental attributions for the Discussion
positive behaviors of children with ASD and parental psychological well-
being (i.e. positive and negative affect) ASD and closeness in the s Findings from the present study can help inform the development of interventions and.
parent-child relationship. e ) * Momers supports to alte_r parental attrlbgtlons In ways that may promote p_sycholog_lcal well-being
). Fathers and closeness In the parent-child relationship. In particular, such interventions should be
- Fanas L (b=099 aimed at parents of children who are younger and who have more impairment.
Methods Locus of
Sample Contro o SORHO! o
» 183 couples with a child with ASD ), 05T Cuture Directions
Sample Characteristics: M (SD) S e oo
Parents Children Future studies should be geared towards understanding If different types of positive
Age 39.54 (5.80) Age 7.91 (2.25) g, behaviors have different impacts on parental outcomes, in order to more fully understand
Household Income | $70.000- $79.999 |Gender 35 30% male how parental attributions can be used in interventions to promote psychological well-
($30,000) yoners being and closeness in the parent-child relationship. Furthermore, studies should seek to
Education 69.90% college  |Intellectual Disability 34.80% 6=000 . Mothers understand the positive experiences of parents of children with ASD and how parents
education < oners C ), BT conceptualize the positive behaviors of their child with ASD.
Race/Ethnicity e=o (6=0:20)
— 89.70% White, non-Hispanic - ?5::004) Stability
Parents jointly reported on their child’s age, ID status, and level of )\ bosne Acknowledgements
functional skills. Parents independently reported on: ) e T R NIMH (to S. L. Hartley, ROIMH099130)

(b = -0.03)*
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« Parental attributions for positive child behaviors measured by P J ( @ )

Parental Attribution Questionnaire (PAQ; Whittingham et al., 2008)
e Child behavior problems measured by Child Behavior Checklist

(CBCL; Achenbach & Rescorla, 2000, 2001) University of Vermont, Research Center for Children, Youth, and Families.
° Severity of ASD symptoms measured by Social Responsiveness « Achenbach, T. M., & Rescorla, L. A. (2001). Manual for the ASEBA School-Age Forms & Profiles. Burlington,

L - . Mothers * Mothers VT. University of Vermont, Research Center for Children, Youth, and Families.
"OCUUNTIU LUlLIVIT A O ) \(ullotalitiv o stuvel, v« 000/ [ b = 0.03)* Positive b=0. i ’ _ ’ 4 -

chle Second Eden (SRS.) (ConStantmO & GrUb.er’ 2012) . . Fahers attect BB (Fathé’ég)  Constantino, J. N., Gruber, C. P. (2012). Social Responsiveness Scale, Second Edition (SRS-2). Torrance, CA:

« Child Level of functional skills measured by Adaptive Behavior

- | T (b=048)" Western Psychological Services.
Assessment System- Second Edition (ABAS-2; Harrison & Oakland,

* Mothers
(b =0.06)

» Fathers
(b =-0.08)
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